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Office of the Fire Chief 
By: Kingman Schuldt, Fire Chief

¶ I am thankful for the opportunity to be a public servant; providing for others in their time of need.

¶ I am thankful for a career that provides my family the means to live a wonderful life.

¶ I am thankful for the Board of Fire Commissionersô support to strengthen our infrastructure 

including personnel, apparatus and facilities enhancements.

¶ I am thankful the District adopted a final Balanced Budget for fiscal 2018-2019, and the 

economic forecast appears favorable for the next year.

¶ I am thankful the District secured an eight-year operating agreement with the Florida Department 

of Transportation to provide emergency services to Alligator Alley; including funds to sustain 12 

firefighter positions.

¶ I am thankful for the opportunity to work closely with Collier County and Everglades City to 

enhance services countywide; including the ALS program, co-location of fire rescue facilities, 

and life safety authorities.

¶ I am thankful the Florida Legislature adopted law to provide benefits to firefighters who are 

diagnosed with specific forms of job-related cancers. And, similar benefits have been afforded to 

our civilian employees.  

¶ I am thankful for the Professionalism, Integrity, and Compassion demonstrated by our hard-

working team that provides exemplary fire rescue and life safety services each and every day. 

Taking the time to be thankful and appreciative for things you have accomplished or received, 

tangible or intangible, should makes you feel positive about yourself and your career, relish these 

experiences, improve your well-being, help you deal with adversity and build strong relationships ð

all crucial traits both with your family, and in and out of the workplace.

I, for one, look back at our recent accomplishments and remain thankful for the work of so many 

people of our organization.  Looking forward to 2020 I remain enthusiastic and anticipate many 

exciting times and accomplishments to come.  Never underestimate what we accomplished in 2019, 

and what is possible when we work together toward achieving common goals.   We have a great 

team, supported by a great community, and for this I am thankful.    

am thankful.

2019 was another productive year for the organization, achieving a number of 

milestones and accomplishments.  This would not be possible of course, 

without the efforts of many individuals throughout the organization, coming 

together to make our community a safer, better place to live and work.  Our 

residents, and we are fortunate to have the many blessings and opportunities 

afforded to a community such as ours, and for that I am thankful:

I
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Operations Section 
By: Nolan Sapp, Assistant Chief

The Holiday Seasonis over for 2019 which is the peakof winter visitor

seasonfor all of South Florida. This adds an increasefor requestsfor

emergencyservicefrom your Fire District, andalsoa tremendousamountof

additional traffic on the road. For emergencypersonnelit meansrequiring

additionalattentionto themanyvehiclesin thelaneof travel.

GreaterNaples(like many other Fire Rescueagenciesin our area)respondsto thousandsof calls for

service. GreaterNaplesFire District exceedstwenty-two thousandincidentsper yearandthousandsof

responsesfrom oneor moreof your fire stations.

This canleadto manydifferent reactionsfrom peoplefrom variousotherstateswho havedriving laws

unlikeFloridaôswith regardto what to do whenrespondingapparatusareapproaching. In the Stateof

Florida,we no longeradviseto pull right. FloridahastheñMoveOveròlaw, which meansif youcanôtgo

right thencheckto seeif you canmoveto the left lane,or slow down20 mph if youcanôtmovesafely.

Respondingapparatusareresponsibleto clearthe laneof travel,but in a safemanner. Itôsimportantfor

thepublic to not stopin front of therespondingunit andto moveleft or right safelywhenpossible.

Driversof respondingapparatusalsoneedto bealert to traffic conditionsandhavesituationalawareness

of the traffic theyarein. Theymustneverforce traffic to entera blind intersectionwherethepublic has

nowhereto go. Theyalsoareto neverjust sit in heavytraffic andstandon thehornor sirento thepoint

peoplepanic. Driver/Engineersmustrecognizethesesituationsandknow how to control their emotions

andcontroltheemergencyvehicle.

Collier County utilizes a systemthat controls the traffic lights to allow the apparatusto clear the

intersectionsasapparatusresponds. You may havenoticeda white light on the traffic light that is often

seenat anintersectionwhich shortly is followed by a respondingFire or EMS vehicle. Thelight is meant

to let EmergencyRespondersknow if theyor someoneelsehascontrolof the traffic controldevice. But

for the public, if the light is steadywhite thenthe EmergencyResponderis not far behind. If the white

light is flashingthentheemergencyresponderis comingfrom oneof theotherdirectionsof travel.

This is teamworkbetweenthe public and the EmergencyResponderswho areall trying to accomplish

whatôsimportantto them. Togethereveryonecanmanageto get to their respectivedestinationssafelyif

theystayalertandknow therulesof theroad.

The generalpublic (manyof whom comefrom otherareasof the country) is

often inundatedby the increasein emergencyvehicletraffic on the streetsas

well as the addedseasonaltraffic. They often comefrom areaswhereFire

DepartmentsandEMS run hundredsof callsor lessperyear.
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HR Corner

By: Debbie Schwarz, HR Manager

Start out 2020with an eyeon Cyber safety. A few wordsof

advice to keep both children and personalinformation safe

in 2020.

Online SafetyRulesprovidedby FamilyEducation.com

Teachkids thesesafe-surfing rules:

¶ Don't give out personalinformation,including your full name,address,phonenumber,nameof

your school,or anythingthat would revealyour actualidentity. Don't provideinformationabout

your family or friends,either.

¶ Don't meetin personsomeoneyou meton-line unlessyour parentsagreethatit's okayandtheyor

anotheradultcanaccompanyyou.

¶ Don't respondto messagesor commentsin chat rooms that make you feel uncomfortableor

threatened. If you respond,it just invitesmoreof thesame. Instead,tell your parentsor a trusted

adult.

Set limits on the amountof time your kids may spendonline and what areason the Internetare

appropriatefor themto enter.

ThewebsiteCyberAwaresponsoredby AT&T providessomeadviceto avoidscams. Do not answer

calls from numbersyou not recognize. If you receivea one-ring call from an unknownnumber,do

notcall thatnumberback.

Robocallscan be more than a nuisance. They can also be criminals trying to get your moneyor

personalinformation. You canreportsuspectedrobocallsto your cell phoneproviderandthe FTC:

www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov, andto theFCC: www.consumercomplaints.fcc.gov.

Herearethe3 thingsyouneedto know aboutrobocallsto stayprotected!Stop,Think,Act.

1. Stopïdonôtautomaticallyanswerwhenyourphonerings.

2. Thinkïif youdonôtknow thenumber,let it ring.

3. Act ïinstall a call blocking serviceïmay providershave now rolled out programsto help

identify potentialspam.

Staycybersafeandawarein 2020!

http://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/
http://www.consumercomplaints.fcc.gov/
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Planning and Growth Management Section
By: Wayne Martin, Assistant Chief

Just like makingNewYearôsresolutions,how aboutwe look to makeour

homeenvironmentsarounduscleaner,neaterandsafer?

For example,startingin thegarage,emptyandremoveall old paintcans,and

productsthat areno longerneededor productsthat haveexpired. Tossout

old rags,papertowels,cords,boxes,etc. that areno longerneeded. Be sure

to removeall combustibleproducts,old lightbulbs,gascans,etc. You can

contactCollier Countyfor freedisposaldropoff locationto discarda number

of itemssuchaspaintsandoils thatmaybeharmfulto theenvironment.

Storethingsyou want to keepin containers

and label them so as to reduceclutter and

make the workplace safer. Organize all

loosetools andequipmentin cabinetsor on

shelves so they are off the floor and

reducing trip hazards. Try to find time

regularly to perform house cleaning and

organizing. Thingsdo not stayorganizedon

their own, they need to be reorganized

continuouslyandconsistently.

Do whateveryou canto get rid of itemsno

longerneeded. Lessclutter resultsin fewer

fire hazardsandinjuries. Somepreventative

actions and a little time every week will

reduce injuries and help in keeping your

homeasafeplacefor your family.
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Welcome to GNFD

Brian Bower and Scott Johnson

Acting Lieutenant Jarett Cotter

20 Years of Service


