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BE AWARE 
 

WATCHES 

A watch lets you know that weather conditions 
are favorable for a hazard to occur. It literally 
means "be on guard!" During a weather watch, 
gather awareness of the specific threat and 
prepare for action - monitor the weather to find 
out if severe weather conditions have 
deteriorated and discuss your protective action 
plans with your family. 
 
WARNINGS 

A watch lets you know that weather conditions 
are favorable for a hazard to occur. It literally 
means "be on guard!" During a weather watch, 
gather awareness of the specific threat and 
prepare for action - monitor the weather to find 
out if severe weather conditions have 
deteriorated and discuss your protective action 
plans with your family. 

 

Hurricanes can cause severe structural damage. It is important to stay up to date on 
weather alerts so you can prepare your home ahead of time. 

HURRICANE / TROPICAL STORM ALERTS 

• Tropical Storm Watch: An announcement that tropical-storm conditions are possible within 
the specified area.  

• Hurricane Watch: An announcement that hurricane conditions are possible within the 
specified area.  

• Because outside preparedness activities become difficult once winds reach tropical storm 
force, watches are issued 48 hours in advance of the anticipated onset of tropical storm-
force winds.  

• Action: During a watch, prepare your home and review your plan for evacuation in case a 
Hurricane or Tropical Storm Warning is issued. Listen closely to instructions from local 
officials.  

• Tropical Storm Warning: An announcement that tropical-storm conditions are expected 
within the specified area. 

• Hurricane Warning: An announcement that hurricane conditions are expected within the 
specified area. 

• Because outside preparedness activities become difficult once winds reach tropical storm 
force, warnings are issued 36 hours in advance of the anticipated onset of tropical storm-
force winds.  

• Action: During a warning, complete storm preparations and immediately leave the 
threatened area if directed by local officials. 

• Extreme Wind Warning - Extreme sustained winds of a major hurricane (115 mph or 
greater), usually associated with the eyewall, are expected to begin within an hour. 

• Action: Take immediate shelter in the interior portion of a well-built structure.  
• Additional Watches and Warnings may be issued to provide detailed information on 

specific threats such as floods and tornadoes. Local National Weather Service offices issue 
Flash Flood/Flood Watches and Warnings as well as Tornado Warnings. 

BE AWARE. HAVE A PLAN.  
 ensure your safety by being prepared for hurricanes 
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HAVE A PLAN 
BEFORE A HURRICANE 

To prepare for a hurricane, you should take the following measures: 
 

• To begin preparing, you should build an emergency kit and 
make a family communications plan.  

• Know your surroundings. 
• Learn the elevation level of your property and whether the 

land is flood-prone. This will help you know how your 
property will be affected when storm surge or tidal flooding 
are forecasted.  

• Identify levees and dams in your area and determine whether 
they pose a hazard to you.  

• Learn community hurricane evacuation routes and how to 
find higher ground. Determine where you would go and how 
you would get there if you needed to evacuate. 

• Make plans to secure your property:  
1. Cover all of your home’s windows. Permanent storm 

shutters offer the best protection for windows. A second 
option is to board up windows with 5/8” marine 
plywood, cut to fit and ready to install. Tape does not 
prevent windows from breaking. 

2. Install straps or additional clips to securely fasten your 
roof to the frame structure. This will reduce roof damage. 

3. Be sure trees and shrubs around your home are well 
trimmed so they are more wind resistant. 

4. Clear loose and clogged rain gutters and downspouts.  
5. Reinforce your garage doors; if wind enters a garage it 

can cause dangerous and expensive structural damage 
6. Plan to bring in all outdoor furniture, decorations, 

garbage cans and anything else that is not tied down. 
7. Determine how and where to secure your boat.  
8. Install a generator for emergencies.  
9. If in a high-rise building, be prepared to take shelter on 

or below the 10th floor. 
10. Consider building a safe room.  

 
Hurricanes cause heavy rains that can cause extensive flood damage 
in coastal and inland areas. Everyone is at risk and should consider 
flood insurance protection. Flood insurance is the only way to 
financially protect your property or business from flood damage. To 
learn more about your flooding risk and how to protect yourself and 
your business, visit the Federal Insurance and Mitigation 
Administration (NFIP) Web site,www.floodsmart.gov or call 1-800-
427-2419. For more detailed information on how you can protect 
your property, view NFIP’s printer-friendly handout Avoiding 
Hurricane Damage. 
 
DURING A HURRICANE 

If a hurricane is likely in your area, you should:  
• Listen to the radio or TV for information. 
• Secure your home, close storm shutters and secure outdoor 

objects or bring them indoors.  
• Turn off utilities if instructed to do so. Otherwise, turn the 

refrigerator thermostat to its coldest setting and keep its 
doors closed.  

• Turn off propane tanks  
• Avoid using the phone, except for serious emergencies.  
• Moor your boat if time permits. 
• Ensure a supply of water for sanitary purpose such as 

cleaning and flushing toilets. Fill the bathtub and other larger 
containers with water. 

• If you live in a mobile home or temporary structure – such      
shelter is particularly hazardous during hurricane no matter 
how well fastened to the ground. 

 

Residents of Florida prepare their homes for Hurricane Irma in 2017. 
 

Hurricane Irma in 2017 caused severe flooding in many coastal and 
inland areas. 

• If you live in a high-rise building – hurricane winds are stronger at 
higher elevations.  

• If you live on the coast, on a floodplain, near a river, or on an 
island waterway. Read more about evacuating yourself and your 
family. If you are unable to evacuate, go to your wind-safe room. 
If you do not have one, follow these guidelines:  

• Stay indoors during the hurricane and away from windows and 
glass doors.  

• Close all interior doors – secure and brace external doors.  
• Keep curtains and blinds closed. Do not be fooled if there is a lull; 

it could be the eye of the storm – winds will pick up again.  
• Take refuge in a small interior room, closet or hallway on the 

lowest level.  
• Lie on the floor under a table or another sturdy object.  
• Avoid elevators. 
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AFTER A HURRICANE 

• Continue listening to a NOAA Weather Radio or the local news for 
the latest updates. 

• Stay alert for extended rainfall and subsequent flooding even after 
the hurricane or tropical storm has ended. 

• If you have become separated from your family, use your family 
communications plan or contact FEMA or the American Red Cross.  

• FEMA has established the National Emergency Family Registry 
and Locator System (NEFRLS), which has been developed to help 
reunite families who are separated during a disaster. The NEFRLS 
system will enable displaced individuals the ability to enter personal 
information into a website database so that they can be located by 
others during a disaster.  

• The American Red Cross also maintains a database to help you find 
family. Contact the local American Red Cross chapter where you 
are staying for information. Do not contact the chapter in the 
disaster area. 

• If you evacuated, return home only when officials say it is safe.  
• If you cannot return home and have immediate housing needs. Text 

SHELTER + your ZIP code to 43362 (4FEMA) to find the nearest 
shelter in your area (example: shelter 12345).  

• For those who have longer-term housing needs, FEMA offers 
several types of assistance, including services and grants to help 
people repair their homes and find replacement housing. Apply for 
assistance or search for information about housing rental resources. 

 
 

 

• Drive only if necessary and avoid flooded roads and 
washed¬ out bridges. Stay off the streets. If you must go 
out watch for fallen objects; downed electrical wires; and 
weakened walls, bridges, roads, and sidewalks.  

• Keep away from loose or dangling power lines and report 
them immediately to the power company.  

• Walk carefully around the outside your home and check for 
loose power lines, gas leaks and structural damage before 
entering. 

• Stay out of any building if you smell gas or if floodwaters 
remain around the building or your home that was damaged 
by fire and the authorities have not declared it safe.  

• Inspect your home for damage. Take pictures of damage, 
both of the building and its contents, for insurance 
purposes. If you have any doubts about safety, have your 
residence inspected by a qualified building inspector or 
structural engineer before entering.  

• Use battery-powered flashlights in the dark. Do NOT use 
candles. Note: The flashlight should be turned on outside 
before entering - the battery may produce a spark that could 
ignite leaking gas, if present. • Watch your pets closely and 
keep them under your direct control. Watch out for wild 
animals, especially poisonous snakes. Use a stick to poke 
through debris. 

• Avoid drinking or preparing food with tap water until you 
are sure it’s not contaminated.  

• Check refrigerated food for spoilage. If in doubt, throw it 
out. 

• Wear protective clothing and be cautious when cleaning up 
to avoid injury.  

• Use the telephone only for emergency calls. 

  

An aerial image of the Keys before Hurricane Irma in 2017. 

An aerial image of the Keys after Hurricane Irma in 2017. 
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HAVE A PLACE TO GO 

• Develop a family hurricane preparedness plan before an actual 
storm threatens your area. If your family hurricane preparedness 
plan includes evacuation to a safer location for any of the reasons 
specified with in this web site, then it is important to consider the 
following points:  

 
• If ordered to evacuate, do not wait or delay your departure. If 

possible, leave before local officials issue an evacuation order for 
your area. Even a slight delay in starting your evacuation will result 
in significantly longer travel times as traffic congestion worsens.  

 
• Select an evacuation destination that is nearest to your home, 

preferably in the same county, or at least minimize the distance 
over which you must travel in order to reach your intended 
shelter location. In choosing your destination, keep in mind that the 
hotels and other sheltering options in most inland metropolitan areas 
are likely to be filled very quickly in a large, multi-county hurricane 
evacuation event. 

 
• If you decide to evacuate to another county or region, be 

prepared to wait in traffic. The large number of people in this state 
who must evacuate during a hurricane will probably cause massive 
delays and major congestion along most designated evacuation 
routes; the larger the storm, the greater the probability of traffic jams 
and extended travel times. If possible, make arrangements to stay 
with the friend or relative who resides closest to your home and who 
will not have to evacuate. Discuss with your intended host the details 
of your family evacuation plan well before the beginning of the 
hurricane season.  

 
• If a hotel or motel is your final intended destination during an 

evacuation, make reservations before you leave. Most hotel and 
motels will fill quickly once evacuations begin. The longer you wait 
to make reservations, even if an official evacuation order has not 
been issued for your area or county, the less likely you are to find 
hotel/motel room vacancies, especially along interstate highways and 
in major metropolitan areas. 

 
• If you are unable to stay with friends or family and no 

hotels/motels rooms are available, then as a last resort go to a 
shelter. Remember, shelters are not designed for comfort and do not 
usually accept pets. Bring your disaster supply kit with you to the 
shelter. Find Pet-Friendly hotels and motels.  

 
• Make sure that you fill up your car with gas, before you leave. 

 
 
 

 

DISASTER SUPPLY KIT 

• Water - at least 1 gallon daily per person for 3 to 7 days  
• Food - at least enough for 3 to 7 days 

— non-perishable packaged or canned food / juices 
— foods for infants or the elderly 
— snack foods — non-electric can opener 
— cooking tools / fuel  
— paper plates / plastic utensils  

• Blankets / Pillows, etc.  
• Clothing - seasonal / rain gear/ sturdy shoes 
• First Aid Kit / Medicines / Prescription Drugs  
• Special Items - for babies and the elderly 
• Toiletries / Hygiene items / Moisture wipes  
• Flashlight / Batteries  
• Radio - Battery operated and NOAA weather radio  
• Telephones - Fully charged cell phone with extra battery and a 

traditional (not cordless) telephone set 
• Cash (with some small bills) and Credit Cards - Banks and ATMs 

may not be available for extended periods  
• Keys Toys, Books and Games Important documents - in a 

waterproof container or watertight resealable plastic bag 
— insurance, medical records, bank account numbers,  

• Social Security card, etc. Tools - keep a set with you during the 
storm Vehicle fuel tanks filled 

• Pet care items 
— proper identification / immunization records / 

medications 
— ample supply of food and water 
— a carrier or cage  
— muzzle and leash 

 
PET PLAN 

BEFORE THE DISASTER 
• Make sure that your pets are current on their vaccinations. Pet 

shelters may require proof of vaccines.  
• Have a current photograph  
• Keep a collar with identification on your pet and have a leash on 

hand to control your pet.  
• Have a properly-sized pet carrier for each animal - carriers should 

be large enough for the animal to stand and turn around.  
• Plan your evacuation strategy and don't forget your pet! 

Specialized pet shelters, animal control shelters, veterinary clinics 
and friends and relatives out of harm's way are ALL potential 
refuges for your pet during a disaster. If you plan to shelter your 
pet - work it into your evacuation route planning. 

 
DURING THE DISASTER  

• Animals brought to a pet shelter are required to have: Proper 
identification collar and rabies tag, proper identification on all 
belongings, a carrier or cage, a leash, an ample supply of food, 
water and food bowls, any necessary medications, specific care 
instructions and newspapers or trash bags for clean-up.  

• Bring pets indoor well in advance of a storm - reassure them and 
remain calm.  

• Pet shelters will be filled on first come, first served basis. Call 
ahead and determine availability.  

 
AFTER THE DISASTER  

• Walk pets on a leash until they become re-oriented to their home 
- often familiar scents and landmarks may be altered and pets 
could easily be confused and become lost. Also, downed power 
lines, reptiles brought in with high water and debris can all pose a 
threat for animals after a disaster.  

• If pets cannot be found after a disaster, contact the local animal 
control office to find out where lost animals can be recovered. 
Bring along a picture of your pet if possible.  

• • After a disaster, animals can become aggressive or defensive - 
monitor their behavior. Don't forget your pet when preparing a 
family disaster plan. 
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